j&                               The Boy I Left Behind Me

exquisite flow of verse in the " Bab " Ballads is found in
the poem Etiquette. This was not one of the original
ballads of Fun. It was written years later for a Christ-
mas number of the Graphic. But Gilbert himself gathered
it into the large volume of early ballads and later songs
which he collected in 1897 as the "Bab " Ballads, etc.

I was about to say that here at any rate, we have a
poem with none of those disfiguring details of horror of
which we have just spoken. But I notice on looking
again that the poem starts off with the wholesale drowning
of an entire ship's company, including the owners. Still
that's nothing. It's not the point of the poem and, as
Gilbert himself says, they were all insured.

The underlying satire of the poem turns on the aloof-
ness of English manners, the impossibility of knowing
anybody that you don't know. But its great merit lies
in the smooth perfection of its lines, which seem so
effortless and so inevitable^ the last word in comic verse.